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Drake University 


DES MOINES, IOWA. 


SHERMAN KIRK 


DEAN, COLLEGE OFTHE BIBLE 


ITovember 12 1912 


Hilary Dear: - 



I have been having some strenuous times since I 


wrote you last. I went up to a small town about forty miles 
from here over Sunday. I talked both morning and night and 
after services Sunday night I walked nine miles along a dark 
country road in the hopes of catching a late interurban car 
into Des Moines. I missed it by twenty minutes and had to 
spend the night in the station. I caught the first car in 
the morning and reached Pes Moines about 8:00 o'clock, so I 
did not miss any of my classes. It surely was some experience. 


"e had a very enthusiastic meeting of the Y M C A 


cabinet tonight. The State Student Secretary was present and 
we outlined some plans for the work that I believe will cause 
our work to pick up. I am giving quite a lot of time to this 
work, but feel that it is in a good cause and am glad to do it. 
They have been trying for twenty years, so I am told, to have 
a successful Association here and have always failed. It will 
be a great work if I am instrumental in helping to achieve 
the end that has been sought after for so long a time. 


I had another talk with Miss Jordan today, and she 


said some mighty nice things about you. She said that she 
believed you were about a-s tactful a girl as she had known of 
and expressed her desire to meet and know you personally. It 
may be that she will have a chance some of these days. 

It was just two months ago tonight that I kissed 
you good bye. In a way it is hard for me to realise that 
it has been so long and in another way it seems ages and ages 
ago. Just think, the time is one fourth gone. Times goes 
by so quickly that June will be here before we hardly realize 
it, and then won’t we be happy together again. 


Yiss me 'night now and remember that I love you. 

Your boy 




/ 


V 
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SHERMAN KIRK 

DEAN, COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE 


DES MOIN ES, IOWA. 


November 23 1912 


Sweetheart of Mine:- 

Eo, I haven't.forgotten you. I have been waiting 
for another letter for mother in order that I might give you 
full particulars about that important matter that I spoke of. 

It is simply this: mother is going to marry again. She 
wrote me about it some three weeks ago and we have only now 
come to a definite conclusion. The situation is just this: 

Then we lived at Lott, Texas, some seven years ago our next 
door neighbors, by;the name of Tatts, were about as good friends 
to us as we have ever had. Mrs ^atts has a brother about 
fifty years of age now, who is unmarried. About eight years 
ago he went to Oklahoma and tqok up a; section of land there, 

- or at least a part of a section, I don't know just how much. 

Ee now has a title to it and has 80 acres of it in cultivation 
and has a good farm equipment, etc. Te have been in constant 
correspondence with Mrs ^atts all of these years since we were 
at Lott, and sometime this year the thought occurred to her 
that since her brother was all alone in Oklahoma, with no one 
to keep him company and since mother was all alone in Houston 
that it would be a good plan for them to be married and help 
each other. So Mr Murray, for that is his name, wrote mother 
and suggested, the proposition to her. She immediately wrote 
me, saying that she thought she had better accept; that she 
would have a good home and not have to worry about where her 
next meal was coming from; and. that she could never be satis¬ 
fied without'a home of her own; and. that she did not think 
it would be wise for her to ever try to live with us boys; 
and that Mr Murray was a good Christian man and abundantly 
able to take care of her; and that she thought she would be 
better satisfied there than she woyld all alone; so she 
wanted to know if I had any object;H lvUJ ' / I immediately wrote 
her that I thought it would, be better for her to come up with 
me or allow me to cone home and take care of her. She wjfote 
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back that she did not think it woiild he wise for her to come 
here and that she did not want me to give up school, and that 
she thought she had better go there. After thinking about 
it for a long time and praying over it, I have come to the 
conclusion that it may be the best thing after all, so I 
wrote her that if she would rather go than to depend on us 
boys, that I was perfectly willing for her to go. In her 
letter today she said that she was going and expected to get 
off just as quickly as possible. She does not intend to 
say anything about it to anyone in Houston, so you will know 
how to regard this. 


As much as I would like to have mother with me, I 
can see where this may be better for all hands. Ordinarily 
it is not best for a mother to live with her married children 
as almost invariably trouble comes of it, and while I believe 
that in our case everything would go along smoothly, I am sure 
that mother would never be satisfied. As it is, she will have 
a good home and will not have to worry about finances all the 
times. She will be away from the city, which will be a good 
thing for her, so it may be better all around. 

I wish you would go to see her just as soon as possible 
and have a good talk with her. I know she will be glad to 

see yoti and talk things over with you. ,TT rite me how things 
come out. 

It is now late and I have to get up at five o’clock 
in the morning to catch an early train, so I will not say nore 
now, except that I love you dearly and would like mighty well 
to see you again. 


Your old boy 
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A B. DRISCOLL, PRESIDENT 


W. A, SCOTT. General Secretary 


YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 

ST. PAUL, MINN. 


October 33, 1913* 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

c/o Drake University, 

Dee Moines, la. 


My dear Kirby:- 

Your good letter of the 19th inst. was very 
much appreciated, as was also your former letter which 
I had been holding until I could get some other things 
out of the way, in order to give it the kind of an : . 
answer it deserves. 

I do not believe your mother even feels a 
greater delight and satisfaction at the progress you 
are making, than is true of myself for I surely have 
a peculiar interest in your welfare, and any achievement 
or success is hailed with delight. Surely you are mak¬ 
ing things hum around Drake, but it is d.1 good for you 
as long as yoitt do not injudiciously over tax your strength. 
I am glad you are doing what you can to resurrect the Stu¬ 
dent Association. The contact with the State Secretaries 
will be good for you. I presume from what you say that 
you are doing some speaking on Sundays. 

I have surely struck a big job for once in my 
life, and if you were here I know you would enjoy some of 
the things that are actually comical. This leads me to 
say that I am looking forward to having you with me for 
the Christmas Holidays, You remember I gave you the. 
invitation in Houston, and while we may both have been 
joking at that time, I am sincerely in earnest now, and 
you must not disappoint me. I have a lot of things that 
I want to talk over with you. 

Write me as often as you can, and believe me. 

Yours sincerely, 

xJ 



General Secretary, 




Drake University 


DES MOINES, IOWA. 

SHERMAN KIRK 

DEAN, COLLEGE OF THE P1SEE 


November 5 1912 


Sweetheart:- 

I oast my first vote today - it was for Tood .row 
Filson. An unusually heavy vote is "being polled here and 
"it looks as though w ilson will carary the state, although 
this is ordinarily a Republican stronghold. Te expect to have 
some lively times tonight watching the returns come in. 

After having been in the Colonials for over a month, 

I am more than ever convinced that I made the right move when 
I went in with them. Although the club is only a year old 
we have one the best bunches of fellows in school. Our group 
is just a little different from any of the other clubs and 
some members of the faculty have said that they thought we 
had the best bunch in school. Most of the fellows smoke, 
danoe, and play cards, but just the same they are a mighty 
decent set - no gambling, drinking or smutty language is 
tolerated. I am not finding it at all hard to fefrain from 
smoking, etc. The fellows don’t expect it of me and would 
be disappointed if I should indulge. I am trying to keep 
straight and feel, that I am succeeding fairly well. 

Jack is still going at a pretty swift pace. I 
think I told you that he was dancing, playing cards, etc., now. 
I had a long talk with him yesterday and it seems that he is 
pretty badly up in the air on his beliefs. I am not sure 
whether he will continue in his idea of being a preacher or 
not. 


I am not sure whether I told you last summer about 
Jack and a girl here by the name of Eelen Jarvis. They went 
together quite a little last spring - in fact they were 
together so often that people began to suspect that they 
thought a lot of each other. Helen is one of the nicest 
girls in school and is about the only girl in school that 
Jack has gone with that he has not taken liberties with. 


t 
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In fact, he never tried anything with her - he told me that 
he respected her too much. Things went on this way la?t spring 
and when they came hack this fall they started to going around 
together for a while. Finally, Jack began to see that people 
were talking and he decided that inasmuch as he did not care 
for the girl in the way people thought - in fact, he told me 
that he could not think of her as the kind of girl he wanted 
for a wife - so stopped going with her. Then people began 
to talk more than ever, and Helen began to feel pretty badly 
about it, and she sent back some present^vthat Jack had given 
her and for a while they would not speak. She and I were 
pretty good friends and in talking with her she said some 
things indirectly that lead me to think that she cared a lot 
for Jack. Last Sunday night she and I went down town to 
church together and after church we walked home, and I had 
another good talk with her, and my suspicions were made 
stronger than ever about her feeling toward Jack, although 
she denied that she cared anything for him. I have had 
a talk with Jack since and told him that he had better go 
pretty carefully. He said that he thought the best 
thing he could do was to simply let her entirely alone. 

I don't know how it will all turn out, but I shall watch 
developments with interest. I find, however, that I am 
going to have to be careful myself. I have been around 
quite a little with her myself and I heard indirectly 
yesterday that there was beginning to be a little talk 
about it, so I am going to break it off altogether. 

Almost everybody that knows me knows about you, so I will 
have to keep pretty straight, won't I? 


Tith lots of love to my sweet little wife, I am 


Yours forever 
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DES MOIN ES, IOWA. 

SHERMAN KIRK 

DEAN, COLLEGE OFTHE BIBLE 


October 19 1912 


Sweetheart of Miner- 

Tomorrow will be thirty two months, not since we 
began to love each other, but since we found out that we loved 
each other. Am mighty sorry that I can not be with you, but 
I know that you will think about me and will remember that we 
love each other more than ever and are happy in the thoughts 
of the future. 

I am getting lots of mail these days - five letters .• 
yesterday and three today. Leak seems to be getting along in 
good shape. One of the letters that came this morning was from 
Perry, the first one I have had in about three months. He 
seems to be in good spirits. I really do believe that the old 
boy is coming to his senses and that the next few years will show 
a great improvement in him. 

I intended to tell you more about the Y I C A work 
here in my last letter, but was crowded for time. The situation 
is about this: At the last cabinet meeting we had last Spring 
we made certain plans for the beginning of the work this Fall 
and certain members of the cabinet were assigned to particular 
duties, and we thought that everything would start off in good 
shape. However, when I got back this Fall I found that the 
president of the Association was out of town and that some members 
of the cabinet were not in school, and that absolutely nothing had 
been done to set things up. To make matters still worse, the 
president of the Association decided that on account of insufficient 
time he had better resign, and so he did. Just about this time 
tie president of the university decided that we were not going to 
do anything, so he took away from iis the only thing of which we 
made a success last year, viz., the employment bureau. This was 
the condition of things when I was elected president. I have 
had two good conferences with the State Student Secretary and am 
hopeful that we will be able to accomplish something, even with 
the poor start that we have. I will let you know later how 
things come out. 

"7e are having almost ideal weather and today is the 
date of bur first big foot ball game, Drake vs. Kansas. I 
expect to take in the big scrap. 

I hope that you are happy and content and that you 
are felling well. I love you "heaps", baby dear. 


Your big boy 
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Mr. Kirby Page, 

Houston, Texas. 

My dear Brother:- 

Accept my thanks for your sincere congratulations 
and the day was all that could be desired. Indeed it was 
a day never to be forgotten by me. The folks surprised me 
with a veritable shower of presents. I received throe beau¬ 
tiful ties, two fine pair socks, a silk watch fob including 
a woman's head set with two sapphire stones and good wishes 
galore. I was further surprised with a regular birthday 
dinner. The table contained two cakes, nice flowers and 
a world of good things to eat. I feel that I am a very for¬ 
tunate man and the day was quite a happy one. I can hardly 
realize that time is passing so rapidly and yet I feel much 
older than I really am. I can remember quite vividly, as 
though it were yesterday, the Saturdays when we played ball, 
"black-man", "dare-base", "bunkum" etc. I also remember 
the days when we sawed wood for $2. per card, and fought 
over who should hold the stick with his foot. I have not 
forgotten the cotton picking season either and the days we 
hoed corn and cotton for Ben Tomlinson are not hazy, i 
wonder if you remember when you used to fish all day in the 
"tanks" that were close at hand. I suppose we both remember 
the first bicycles we ever had; how hard we worked for them; 
and how long we waited for them to arrive. The days when I 
milked cows, tended the calves, fed the horses and the nights 
when I was roused out of bed in the wee small hours of the 
morning to unhitch the horse, feed the "critter" and roll the 
buggy into the shed are not dreams to me either. Those were 
happy days even though they contained much that was distaste¬ 
ful then. Now we boys have grown into men and have scattered 
over the face of the earth. It is indeed a strange world 
and we are queer people that live in it. 

I hear from Perm/ about every week now and he is 
becoming a "shark" at Checkers. He tells me that he is the 
champion aboard his ship and plays a large number of games 
every day. I mailed him my Checker book and told him to 
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learn all there was in it. He seems to be contented, is 
in splendid condition physically and writes encouragingly. 

I vras just thinking as I read yonr letter that 
it is possibly the best one you ever wrote me; at least 
for some time. I have noted the news contained therein 
with unusual interest and our friends and acquaintances 
are certainly making places for themselves.in the world. 

It hardly seems possible that so much has happened in the 
two years since I left Houston. I am glad to learn that 
Alma has a piano and is taking lessons. It will be quite a 
joy to her as well as others and you will feel proud of her. 
Kindly remember us to her. 

Mrs. Barnard, Bister, Norma and I spent Labor 
Day in the mountains. We took a kodak, our lunch and 
climbed the Mount Lowe trail to the Observatory; going over 
the same route that the three of us took the day we "hiked" 
up Mount Lowe. We took some tracts along and I read while 
the ladies rested. Altogether we had a most delightful 
day and arrived home safely before 6P.M. 

Conditions with us continue about as usual. 

Business improves and Bister and I both have our hands full 
at the office. We have about sixty chickens, another litter 
of rabbits and the garden surpasses our fondest expectations. 
We will have over one hundred fruit jars filled before the 
season is over. Our reading and Bible study goes on un¬ 
interruptedly. We are all well'and harmony prevails. 

I have ordered eight volumes of "The Fundamentals" 
sent to you. Please advise if you have received them or 
not. You never said whether you bought or read certain 
books I recommended, to you in the past. 

Norma joins me in best wishes and mamma and Sister 
ask to be remembered. I hope that your next year in College 
will be all that you could wish for. Write me whenever you 
have time. May God bless and keep you. 

Lovingly, 


ALP-IFE 








Drake University 


DES MOIN ES, IOWA, 


RICHARD GARFIELD COX 

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS 
riAN COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT FOR TEACHERS 

Dotober 6 191£ 


My dear Mother:- 

I was out in the country over Sunday and surely did 

have a fine time. We are having some of the most delightful 

weather you ever heard of. The leaves are ‘just beginning to 
turn brown and things look mighty nice out in the woods. I 
had a good long ride in 6n automobile Sunday morning and 
Monday morning I walked three miles along a country. The air 
was so pure and fresh that I felt like a millionaire's son 

when I got to the station. It makes a fellow feel good 

after being in the city all week. 

When I got back to town I found five letters waiting 
for me - two from you, one from Alma, one from Mr Munger, and 
one from Bellmont. I surely did enjoy reading them all. 

I am glad that you like your fourth boarder and, know that 
you must enjoy the music. I expect to get moved in a few 
. days now and will get to work on my piano lessons before 
long. I am glad that you are going around some - keep it up 
and you will feel better. I am glad that old Perry boy is 
feeling as well as he is. 

I found the enclosed fiver all right and want to 
thank you so much for it. It is mighty good of you to 
deprive yourself of things in order to make things easier 
for me. Some day I will try and reverse things and do a 
little something for you, after all of your years of labor 
for me. 


The greatest honor that has yet come my way was 
granted me tonight when I was elected President of the Drake 
Young Men's Christian Association. This is by far a greater 
honor and brings with it more responsibility than being President 
of one's class or most anything else in college activities. 

It means lots of additional work for me, but it will be of 
untold value to me in the future when.I get out into the work. 

Give my best regards to the folks, and don't 
forget that I love you and am always praying for you. 

Lovingly your old boy 


Box 86 

University Station 
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August 10 1912 


My dear old Perry 

I have been wanting to write you for a oouple 
of weeks but did not know Just where to address you. I 
received your telegram from Portland all right and immediately 
wired Mr Harry Stone, General Secretary at Portland, to get 
in touch with you and see what he oould do for you. I had 
heard a great deal of Hr Stone and knew him to be a fine 
Christian gentlemen and I was sure he would do anything he 
oould to help you out. I thought this would be of more 
assistance to you them any money that 1 might have sent. 

You don't know how glad I was to hear from mother 
this afternoon that you had gone baok to the navy. It was 
the only thing for you to do, as they would have found you 
sooner or later and this would have meant two years additional 
service with no pay. I had a talk with the recruiting 

officer here and he said that if your conduct was good from 
now on you would get off pretty light. The next few months 
will be pretty hard for you but you will be better off in 
the end. 
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Mother has been terribly worried about you sinoe 
we heard that you had skipped the country. I wish you 
could only realize just how much she really loves you and 
how anxious she is for your welfare and comfort. After 
receiving your letter she was no sorry for you that she 
wanted to send you some money, hut I persuaded her that 
it would not be best for you. You may be having a 
hard time and I have no doubt but that you need some money 
pretty badly, but there are some things you need more than 
you need money Just now, old fellow. The thing you need 
most of all is self control and a; proper realization of the 
fact that always, sotmer or later, a man must reap what he 
sows. If mother and I thought that it was really best 
for you we would gladly send you money even if we had to 
go without things ourselves, and I believe you realize this. 
You have broken one of UncleSam's laws and you must pay the 
penalty - no one can do it for you - and the better you take 
your medloine the better it will be for you in the long run. 

I am really sinoere'iy. Perry, when I say that the oourse I 
am pursuing is for your good, although it may look selfish 
and unsympathetic to you now. We are more than anxious 
to do what we can, but we are convinced that it is up to 
you to work out your own welfare Just now. 

' % 
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I hope you will carry out your suggestion about 
collecting souvenirs everywhere you go. It surely will 
be an Interesting and valuable collection, as you will 
probably see a lot of different countries during the next 
few years. Why don't you start a post oard album of 

different scenes that you visit? Mother and I would 
be glad to have oards showing the different plaoes you 
pass through. You ought also to be able to pick up 

a number of valuable additions to your stamp collection. 

I am glad that you are keeping in touch with 
the naval Y M C A . The Secretaries are usually mighty 
fine men and are always ready to help you when they oan. 
Don't hesitate to go to them when in trouble. They will 
meet you more'than half way every time. Did you get to 
see Mr Stone personally, and how did you like him? 

Mother and I took a ride out on the new oar line 
JfO 3elalre, the new town about four miles from south End. 
The Rice Institute expects to open in September and it is 
barely pos sible that I will go the re instead of going back 
to Drake. Can not tell for a week or so yet. Will 
let you know how 1 deoide. 




/ 
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Houston has been playing some ball this year 
and leads the league, with San Antonio a olose second, 

Waco third and Dallas fh&r&h. I have only seen a couple 
of games, although we fallows here at the Assooiation have 
a pass and oan go without It costing us anything. 

It has been mighty hot down here and I am getting 
so lazy that I don't want to do a thing but just loaf. This 
is somewhat different from 35 degrees below zero, believe me. 

Alma and I are certainly enjoying ourselves these 
days. We have been engaged over two years and a half and 
have never had a quarrel yet. she expeots to get a r4A.se 

on the first to either y90.00 or 100.00 per month. She 
wishes to.be remembered very kindly to you. 

It is nearly midnight, so I must quit now and go 
home and sleep a while. I always pray for you before I 

go to sleep. I know the good Lord will protect and bless 
you and that things will be better for you after a while. 

I love you, old boy, and shall be glad to have a good long 
letter from you. 

Your brother 


t 









/f 
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the last few days has be©n the piano, W® bought one, had 
an opportunity to secure a new one cheap, §350. instrument 
for §185. and did so. It is a Weser Bros, make in modern 
case, green oak finish, and has a splendid tone. The bass 
especially rings out so rich and deep. Thought we should 
rent one for summer but could get this at §10. down and §6. 
a month. We will have it now and Norma will start taking 
lessons soon; who knows but I may learn myself some time. 
Sister is crazy about it, can hardly get away from it all 
day long. She says it is a fine piano and good bargain. 
Ruth Ellis has been with us three days this week, away at 
evening, and she and Sister sing together a lot. Norma is 
overhauling her wardrobe and making up lot of clothes. 

The diamonds are paid for, furniture almost, and we will 
never have one unless we wade in, so in w© went. Nearly 
all our friends play and it will be a source of much comfort 
and pride to own one and have it all the tine. We all sang 
and had music until 10 last night; nothing but hymns. 

Time is short today, must close. I wish you well. 
Eyes are better since I have the glasses. Peel ''bully." 


_ 


Lovingly, 








COTTON SEED PRODUCTS 
FOR DOMEST/C and EXPORT TRA DE 

High Grade Commercial Fertilizers 


JAMES D. DAWS ON, President 
GEO. O.HASKELL, Vice President 
R F [SBELL,Sect'yandTreas, 


P.O. DRAWER M 

Houston,Texas, Aptii rc, i9ik. 


Dearest: 

Am just having the time of my life. All the 
bosses are either gone or contemplate going and wo rk is 
getting so slack that we cant fine enough to take up our 
time and all are getting so lazy and talkative that it is 
perfectly scandalous the amount of work we don * t accomplish, 
Mr. Dawson Iras just ns.de me a proposition to care for an 
incubator for 1dm. He vail -buy the incubator, furnish the 
Indian Runner duck eg b s and I tend to tne thing ana get 
naif of the uucks. I told him I thought it would go. 

I played Croquet at Lena’s the other evening again, 
with her cousin and v/e came out first place again. Tell you, 
vre are some player's. V/e finished up so on and got to talking 
so earnestly that mother looked over and saw us ana. became 
v4 much agitated over the fact, not knowing the existing 
c i r cuius t an c e s , and was v c ry much af rai ci th at . yo u woul a "be 1 ef t 
out pretty soon, hut when I came home I assured her that 
everything was oil right and she was satis! ied. It seems tnat 
* Rottense and Y/.S. intended getting married this spring, but 


hr* o postpone the occurrence until next year, so you 



se e* we.start! not the only unfortunate ones. 

i 

Just six more weeks. 
Yours ever, 
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Sweetheart : 



V/ell, I was a Lad girl yesterday and dicin't go to 
Sunday School. Instead, I went to uan »>acinto Battle Ground 
with Lena Gordan and a crowd, although Wi Hie S. was not 
along, to my sorrow, as he was not invitee, to go for feat 
Horten se would Lave severity 'leven tits. I had a very nice 
time, ait no ugh 1 had too much dinner and got a headache, and 
cured smother girl of the headache "by rutting her he an until 
she went to sleep. Mine didn't get ban until we were coming 
home. Medora Killer, Lena's chum and myself were the only 
poor kids that couldn’t find a partner, so we were partners, 
nevertheless, we had a good time. 

/ 

I took the kids all out to the woods again outurany 
evening and let them run wild for a while, and believe trey 

sure did. I roue hick and let them walk, ?is I wanted hick to 
have a tine too. They all seemed to enjoy themselves. I nau 
promised to take them to the Park yesterday if they would he 
good, "but changed my mind and went v/ith Lena, so guess 1 will 


have 

to 1 

fulfill my 

promise next 

week. I have a 

grand time 

wi ti- 

them 

and 

they seem 

to third: 1 a.j 

ifi t he c an uy xi d. 

Guess we 

c an 

let ‘ 

mem 

run arouru 

1 the woods w. 

ith us when you 

come home. 

It 


\a 11 look much better tiki.n if wo went alone a. 
enjoy' it an a not bother us at all. 

Yours ever. 


u they will ail 
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clear Kirby: - 


Yon will recall 


it T 


lie 


ivited you to 


room with me this summer when you came home. Your good 
mother is so painfully conscientious that she objects to 
it thinking that it might disturb Father or be too much, 
for Ilother, so I am writing to say that if she does not 
want you to do that, Hr Steele has kindly offered to let 
you room with him here in the Building. 


I thought I would let yon know this, al¬ 
though you possibly know that your mother wishes to give 
up her work with us as soon as you come because she in¬ 
sists that she wants to go home and be with you. Any 
way that you and she adjust the matter will be entirely 


agreeaoj-e 
done. 


to me, 




only the best thing to be 


77e had a good Hen’s Meeting in the Brines 
Theater building last Sunday with SCO men out, 51 conver¬ 
sions and 9 expressed a desire to put in their church let- 


enclose a letter about Father. 

5 i noerely yours 


Enclosure 

ikh/hlh 



I 
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May 1 1912 


Dear Friend 

It is six months since Father’s operation, and, 
though still in ted and suffering much pain, lie keeps very- 
cheerful and we have much for which to he thankful. 

We. have a good nurse and Mother keeps up remark¬ 
ably well, although the strain on her is very great. The 
doctors give us no hope of any permanent improvement and tell 
us that there may he a sudden turn for the worse at any time. 

Father’s seventieth birthday will, be on May 16, 
and I am asking his friends to give him a postal card shower. 
Would you not like to send him a picture postal card with birt: 
day greetings,- nothing more? Eis days and nights are very 
I think it would cheer him up very much, nothing could have 
pleased Mother more than the postal card shower she received 
last year. 

Mother joins me in love. 

Sincerely yours 


Address 
Mr I C Munger 
3325 Morrison Avenue 
Houston Texas 


I E Munger 


A 
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Sweetheart: 

Yfeii, What clo you think, I wrote three letters, 
yesterday, just think of it, three whole letters, and all 
within three hours. that is gill I worked yesterday, hut 
have managed to put in pretty near full time today- as Mr. 

I shell is hack. however, expect Mr. Sr. will go 

off about Sunday and then it will, he almost as had, hut 
Mr. I shell can always find something for us to do now arid 
then, if it is only to write some duns. 

Lena and Gene have been fussing ever sii.ee Sunday 
which I suppose is they way they gnerally do after going 
anywhere with a. crowd. It ma,kes me sick tr.e way that hoy 
treats her, and I sure uo v/i sh they would break up, and I 
don't think it will he very long,before they do, as he is 
now going with anotiitr, girl, although she doesn’t know it. 
Tom 11 ewm<*in said that he had fooled two or ti-ree other, girls 
the same way, and ids mother had to get the.ring back irom 
the last girl'under pretense that they were all sick .and 
n ee u cd noney, o r s ometnir - g 1 i ke that. 

Just five more weeks, and then_Oh dear. 


Yours, 
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Houston, Texas, May 4, i9ik. 


Sweetheart: 

This is Saturday noon rind it is raining. It is also 

n.j ct. .e .n o ox. u o n r u.^ .iu. 1.0 . ^ u.ii i. OiuO t o I uxxcxx tw i c x o 

too had looking and I don’t want to get wet . Guess the hoys 
will let :.ie eat with them, or at least the ones here, as Va.l 
and 3)nn are on their way to fidelity with the payroll. 

I have promised the kids that I will take them 
to the Park tomorrow evening, Robbia Cordon going witil me, 
hut if tills keeps up I guess I will postpone the trip. It 
sure looks like tne ho ..ttom is going to come out of the sky, 
and perhaps a little wind along with it. We need the rain 
and no doubt about that, hut it is so mconvenient. It vras 
too 'rusty to live decently and the gardens v/ere diy. 

Just 36 days more, think of it. 

Your baby girl, 




©QM.MjERe I.AL g-EHfgfcllK: ®% 

IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN 


JAM ES D. DAWSON, President. ^O.DRAWeR jVt 

GEO. O. HASKELL.Vice President. jy/ ^ 4T*~ 

R. F. IS BELL, Secretary ^Treasurer. ^fiowrmtorn^ lexttfs* May a, 1912. 


Sweetheart o' mine; 

Thus two more days have ended Bince I wrote you 
last, and it iB two more days nearer tie time for me to see 
ray baby boy again. 

I trust and hope and pray that it will be pretty 
weather when you do get here. It is clear today, but oh my, 
since Saturday it has rained even some, Allston street has 
been a perfect islandless river twice and everything just tries 
to see how floatable it is. We went to Sunday school yesterday 
morning and liked never to have gotten home, however, finally 
did manage it. 

I really lave earned ray living today, and hope I shall 
have time to look around tomorrow, but prospects are dim. 

Yours ever and ever, 
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I M POR TER SAND DEALERS IN 

JAMES D. DAWSON, Pr esident. p ^Si dra we r ivi 

GEO. O* HASKELL, Vice President. f -r 

R.F. IS BELL, Secretary ^Treasurer. c&f&M&tfZlli V*UY/*, May &, 1912. 

Sweetheart: 

I have "been working very hard all day, and will have 
a good job tomorrow that will keep me at least xi£ half a day, 
hut then I think I will he finished with such things and have 
only just a little bit nereafter. 

Ve got a hammock today and guess it will he some fun 
to see who gets to it first when times like today are finished. 
Dan has already taken a nap in it at nood. But just wfefet, and 
I will show them who will get a chance to rest when the others 
have to work. The hoys get their chance at noon, and I get 
mine in the afternoon. We didn't let the widow in on it. We 
all hope that she will fly pretty soon, and as Mr, D. is gettigg 
somewhat tired of her, or seems to he, it may happen some day. 
Heres hoping, as I just simply can't spend another year with 
kxxs her and risk the loss of all the tamper and good breeding 
that I have had. 

Saw ivy.Sunday and she telle me they don't start for 

California until about June first. Says eke feears regularly 

from Perry hut does not answer any of his letters. (?) Sunnds 

funny though. How does he keep up with her address? by Leake? 

That would take some time. 

32 more days, then Hurrah for my BOY. 
Yours ever, 
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My dear Kirby:. 

How don’t turn up your noee, because it is so, we 
just had another flood today, however, it looks much better 
now, I mean the sky, and hope it will continue so for a week 
at least or anyway two or three days. 

Uncle Will came down night before last and brought 

% 

a basket full of dewberries, and daddy and Wilfred are going 
up there Saturday night to come back Sunday evening with some 
more. They were the finest, great big ones, such as only the 
Braaos bottom can produce. Mother is preserving the rnoBt of 
them, so you may get a taste of them. 

I get my vacation of the 20th, and you must Bend all 
letters to the house that will reach here after the 18th inst. 
I may go to Navasota about the 26th, want to go very much and 
do intend to go if nothing happens. i.e. I wrote them a 
letter and will go if they answer it, otherwise I suppose 1 
will have to cast around for somewhere else to go. 

THEN I will get back about the 9th and find my 
great big Baby boy there. Won’t that be fine? 

Yours ever and ever., 
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Sweetheart; 

What do you think I did yesterday? Why I went over 
to Woodland again. Your mother seems to be getting along very 
nicely except for the fact that Bhc is somewhat worried over 
Periy as she has not heard from him for about three weeks. I 
told her I would not worry as he was probably sulking about 
something or other. She says she will go back home about the 
first, or perhaps before. Old man Munger looks rather bad. 

She took me up to see him yesterday.' He has hopes of getting 
well though, and talks of what he will do mtien he does. 

Daddy and Bill brought home two baskets full of berries 
and mother is making preserves and Jelly. She will have about 
two dozen jars altogether, if not more, or to be more some more 
than six gallons. Don't talk about eating !!{ Oh, No. 

Am going to try to get off soon and go and get some green grapes. 
That is what I love too. (and you) 

All of our crowd is away from the Heights now except 
the Wyatts, and Anna and I went to hndeavor yesterday and had 
to come home alone, and there were so many young fellows from 

all over the country here attending the convention. 

Your, faithfully, 
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Sweetheart: 

Time is going "by so fast now that I ' get behind the 
tine counting it. I sure will be glad when there will be no 
more counting. Just think of iti 

I an going to "avasota on the 26th, so you might 
send any letters that v/ill reach me ab out that time to that 
place, care 0. li. Heard. I will not get back to Houston 
until about the time you get there, so that will oe the last 
change I will make in my movements hereafter. I have already 
told you to send letters to the house.for the week I will be 
there. You must not look for many letters from me after I 
leave here as I v/ill not have anything to write on., that it 
any machine, and longhand writing is very laborious and T forget 
all I can say before I get it started to going on the paper. 

7/e had a real winter morning today, livery one started 
out with big coats on, and I tell you they felt good too. I weht 
to town, this being pay day, and promptly bought out everything, 
or at least bought out myself in the money line. I never v/ill 
t bills paid, xju^ you ne v^r v/xll know* unen 1 ^ 

new duds on either. I am just simply going to dress, and you 
will have to make up for lost time and take the dresses out to 
parade. Yours ever and etfer] 
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Sweetheart: 

Today is my last working day in this month, hy vaca¬ 
tion Btarta Monday t or rather this evening. Suppose I will 
work part of the afternoon if not all, but don’t know what on. 
Mother goes down to League City tomorrow find will probablystajr 
a day or two, then come back and I will go to havasota on Sunday 
the 26th or probably Saturday and stay until about the 5th or 
6th and she will then go to League again and stay longer. I 
will be cnief cook and dishwasher, maid of all work and amuser 
of the kids. Will also have to replenish my wardrobe. I Bure 
have got some work to do on the machine and don’t see how on 
earth I shall ever get it all done. You must not expect much 
from me hereafter, but will try to send a line or two as often 
as possible. 

Tell Jack not to get Spring Fever too bad and let it 
prove fatal to him. Tell him I give the warning in all sincerity 
and for him to wait a while so he won’t have a time like we have 
had and are having. 


With lots of love, I an 

Yo urs , 

(jJjlPJL 
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5-25-1912. 


*9t- 


Dear Mother 

I have had 2 letters from Perry in a week ancl he 
is doing well. Y/e have much to he thankful for in the good 
change in him. Let us pra$ that he may do even still better. 

Kirby will be with you very shortly now I remember 
and I know that it will be a time of rejoicing. My, how the 
two of you will talk over things and plan for the future. 

I am wondering if it will not prove to be the best thing lor 
you to return to Dos Moines with him. Best wishes whatever 
you decide to do. I hope that you will decide aright. 

Had it ever occurred to you that possibly Mrs. 
Eicke may have thought that the man her daughter married was 
not good enough for her and that she ought to cast her off 
because of the association and union? Would you resent such 
action if you knew it to be the case? I tell you frankly 
that Norma is a finer woman than I am a man. I consider I 
am the luckiest fellow in the world to have been able to be 
the successful wooer. You know there were 4 or 5 others and 
I was last man to appear on the scene. They all seemingly 
had the advantage of me but I did not consider anything but 
that I was determined to win her. Mrs. Eicke would hardly 
consent at all to allow me to bring her to Calif, and this 
was not possible when we married; only after a year in the 
house with them and she had learned to know and love me. 
Instead of losing her daughter, as she could have done by 
casting her off, she has gained a good son and retained the 
favorite daughter. What if there is distance between them. 
Do you consider Perry and Kirby lost because a few hundred 
miles intervenes between you and them? Only her own action 
could lose her daughter for her and she was wise enough to 
look at it accordingly. Is any application necessary?_ 

The lilies you mention must have been lovely and 
I am sure the old gentleman was pleased and enjoyed the day. 
It is a privilege indeed to be allowed to reach the allotted 
three score and ten years!. I hope you nay be able to and 
even go far beyond this age. You know as a little fellow 
I used to pray that "Papa would live to be 00 years old and 
Mamma 30 years old and me 75 years old." 

Y/e remember the Roff's Quite well. Please re¬ 
member us very kindly to them should you have the chance. 
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INCORPORATED 

_ DEALERS IN - 

Rough and 


I 

carpent er 1 s 
with them, 
rear of new 
porch swing 

is 4 feet v, T i(io, room for two of us easily, seat is some 16 
or IV inches deep, with sides and nice high hack, with an 
adjustable control so we can slant it as desired. Stained 
it brown to match inside woodwork and it is a regular beauty. 
Is as good as a §10. one, much more to our liking, and only 
cost us about 50^ besides what we had on hand. I think she 
is a wonder and we have nothing but good times. 

V/e have two hens with little chicks, two setting 
on turkey eggs and two on chicken eggs. Will probably set 
still another one today. I buy finest Plymouth Rock hen 
with setting of eggs for §1. from Mrs. Beck Is ere. Extra 
settings of Plymouth Rock eggs cost only 25^. A snap. 

Rabbits are all doing well, others expected soon and intend 
to have two or three more start very soon now. We have 5 
outside hydrants now since we added another one at back 
door-steps. All truck is growing fine and w© eat berries 
from our bushes every other day. Real good for first year. 

I weeded lawn yesterday for first time and it looks nice. 
Altogether we are pleased, with our home and efforts for the 
time we have been here. Moved in October 1st you knoyj. 

I am in finest kind of health and chest stands 
out something like Oby Bowers used to. Really I am develop¬ 
ing fine muscles and getting larger every way. I thought 
I would always be a "razor-back" but it seems different now. 
Weight remains 169# and I feel good all the time. 

I wish you the best of things and sincerely hope 
that your health and frame of mind may continue good. I 
shall* think only kindly towards you and would ask the same 
in return. Even though we differ on things I do not see 
why we should disagree or have quarrels and strivings. 

We are reading and studying heavy literature nor/' and getting 
in touch with things that are really worth while. I am 
glad to hear from you at all times. May God bless you. 
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irant to tell you what a genius Norma is with 
tools. You remember that I was never very good 
We moved Doris's old svring so that it is now in 
room, quite close up. Well, Norma designed a 
and together we executed it. As finished it 






Lovingly, 
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My dear Mother:- 

I ’.7as surprised a little to learn that you have a 
hunch of hoarders again and know it must he hot work. I do 
hope you will not break dorm under the strain and heat. It 
was ray understanding that you were resting for the summer. 
Surely Kirby is a joy to you and his presence means much. 

He writes me that he is coning along nicely every way. 

The weather is fine out here, simply glorious. 
Mornings are cool and invigorating and all is pleasant. 

We are all well and continue to abound in good spirits and 
contentment. No discord or strife in our home at ail. 
Business affairs assume a,/tangled state, his own domestic 
affairs, and do not know where it will end. I am his best 
inioiid and we stick close. Trouble between Beck and wife. 
That is why my work is so heavy; carry his end of it toe. 

There really is nothing to write you for each 
week runs largely as did the preceding one. It is steady 
work, though congenial, perfect home life, lots of reading 
and studying', work with classes on Sunday, good health and 
enjoyable times with the home folks. Mamma and Sis improve, 
l/e arc playing some u 42" now but the chief attraction for 
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%w/s, April 5, 1&1& 


Nearest boy: 

I really don't know v/hat I am going to do witJ; you, 
but I expect you will find out when you get bacc here. You 
write your letters so I get two the first two days of the v/ek 
and then another the following Saturday, and then ti.ere is the 
whole rest of the week in between. Really, now, what would* 
you advise? Ve arc having, some mighty fine weather down here 
now, and it is really getting very dusty a.ga in. Think of it, 
dust again in Houston. I have my glasses fitted also and 
am able to see then in a better light without a. i e avy head. 

What is the matt er with you and your sports, you 
don't say so much about them. You don't want to forget that 
you know how to be a. little sport yourself. As for myself, 
you just don't know how much fun I get out of riding. It is 
just simply grand, and' all the men want to flirt with me. I 
don't flirt with all of them, only the good looking ones. I 
am traiid ng Dickie just fine, and. he turns his heels to all 


the men, but I 

will tr 

■y to induce him to 

let you pet h 

a it. v/i.en 

you come home. 

widen 1 

ci«? sure he will. 

I get off ea 


PH 'Jllf ]4i "tO 0 li- 

one an d 

play wiin the baby 

chickens now 

raid 


you c*U: just ir.iu gin e how I enjoy it. 

Yo urs 


L V L _L‘ 
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- 


Dear Mother:- 

This leaves me in good shape and feeling like a prince. 
The new room and bach porch is ready to plaster and this will be 
done Monday. Then, nothing to do but put on inside finish and 
it will be ready for ns to stain and put down matting and move 
in. We are fortunate in getting an excellent job, although I 
believe the contractor will lose a little money on the job. He 
took it cheap and we are well satisfied. The addition changes 
to a great extent the appearance and is all for the better. I 
will have roof treated with a black mineral weather and fire¬ 
proof paint, guaranteed for 5 years, and the sides will have to 
wait a while. This roof paint matches what is on the other part. 

We bought another mother rabbit and 9 little ones this morning, 
this doubles the bunny family and prospects are good for more 
increase right along. They are certainly fine to eat, had one 
last Sunday and will right along now; better than chicken. 

Also bought an old hen and setting of eggs and put one of our own 
to setting so this makes two hens setting now. Strawberries are 
blooming, and everything growing rapidly. The lawn begins to ' 
look respectable and think it will be fine in a few months more. 

We are busy as bees day and night, work all the time. Happy too! 
Hope to add wash basin to bathroom, medicine case with mirror in 
doer, put down linoleum in bath, screen porch and kitchen, purchase 
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fine rug for front room, put old one in old bedroom, get new cur¬ 
tains up, renovate entire house, regular spring cleaning, all in 
the next two weeks. Will enamel the bath room in white, all over, 
add another rocker and dresser to new room, also table, and have 
things like we want them more. It takes time and will be a year 
or more before we have all we would like but we will keep at it 
and eventually get there. Ruth Ellis, formerly of Houston, spent 
a day with us this week. Norma keeps busy sewing, finished an 
Easter dress today for which she gets §10. We are all bustle and 
excitement over our new house and look forward to the tine when 
Mamma and Sister will arrive. This is an ideal spring day, warm 
and pleasant, and I wish you could enjoy one just like it! 

I still keep a set of books down town and get all our 
clothes cleaned and pressed that way free, Norma's fine dresses too. 
All the little extras help out wonderfully. Mr. Beck paid all the 
taxes on our place last year. When I asked him how much my share 
was of the total he said "V, r e will let that go for good behaviour." 

Time to run and eat now so must go. Best wishes as ever 
and I hope all is well with you. Write me when you can for I love 
to hear from you. May Our Father bless you richly. 

I am well and very husky, weigh 169# still. All is 
well with your boy and I feel like shouting, we are so lucky. 



Lovingly, 









Charles Sceibnee s Sons 


PUBLISHERS, IMPORTERS AND BOOKSELLERS 

153-157 Fifth Avenue 
New York 


RELIGIOUS LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 


April 16,1912. 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

1336 25th Street, 

Des Moines, Iowa. 


Dear Sir: 


We received your letter of April 9th 
and have entered your order for a complete set of 
the "Great Texts of the Bible." We have sent 
four of the published volumes to you for which you 
will find a bill enclosed. The other two volumes 
are temporarily out of stock and we will have a new 
supply in about two weeks and will send them to you 
at that time. These published volumes you may pay 
for in monthly instalments of $2.00. The remaining 
volumes we will send to you , one at a time, with 
bill at $2.00 each, as published. 

Tours truly, 

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, 

Religious Lattrature Dept. 


KAS/CVW 








April 9 191B 

Messrs Charles Scribner’s sons 
153-167 Fifth Avenue 
Sew York City 
Gentlemen: - 

I am writing for some Information in regard to the 
volumes In the "Great Texts of the Bible" series, by Dr James 
Eastings. How many volumes of this set have already been 
published, and .does the advance order price of $ 2,00 each still 
hold good? Would it be possible -obtain all the Volumes 

published thus far by paying for them on the installment plan 
of §2.GO a month, and pay for the other volumes as they are 
published? If you oare to send the volumes that have 

already been published and allow me to pay for them at tho 
rate of $2.00 a month, you may enter my order for one complete 
set, a-^sawe volumes to be paid for as delivered. If you 
do not care to do this, please enter my order for one volume, 
Aots-Romans I-VIII., at $3.00. I will remit for this 
Immediately upon reoelpt of same. 

Yours sinoerely 


Secretary to Pean of Bible College 
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JW&M&ftimt i&0M| April o, 1912. 


Dearest "boy: 

I played traunt Saturday and didn't writ e you. I got 
a letter from you Saturday and. a nice long one from y$ju touay, 
in answer to ay nice long one. 

I am rather proud of the grades you made. Val said 
you must have cut out the girls, but I told, him, no sucn t..i n i; l 
you were just simply smart and could stand up to it all*All 
txic sane , trio ugh, Va.l i s ay pal. flo i s Dan. Dan an d I 

"bought some lots in Fidelity Addition ficross the street from 
each other, just for an investment. >/e each have the same size 
piece of land, ?b x 200, fronting the main street and two side 
streets. We are going to see hov/ much wo con maxe on them and 
who cor make the most. 


The weather was just lovely until Saturday 
rained all night and all day y 


ana it 


lay yesterday and some last night,I 
hi ilc. Of course, we cd^/v 0 


.dr*’t go to League City, so 


go until it quit raining. 


I just said 
Somebody 


I wasn't going to try 

said that it was going to rail, seven euauaj 

you. suppose I will stand it. one tring sure arid cex tain, ii x 
don't drov/n in the meantime, I sure can't be uuried 
I just sat in the house and read all day long arm ui dn 
an effort to go anywhere. Head a book and a half. Coin 
i sn 


Sundays. Gee 111! hov/ do 


in. the uust. 
' t make 
some, 


* t it. a At least for me. Of course that would not be anything 
for YOU. (?) 

I am going to let Wilfred join the Y.31. when you come 
back, if riot before, he is about old enough and re iigeuR sume* 
thin*, to get some of the clumsiness out of him and then he ought 
to get with other kids more, and he can't very well uo^it arounu 
home. He has got to go where he will see some that like to look 
nice, and get more interest in himself. He seems to oe getting 
careless, arid now is the time to stop euch. 


n nd June 
coy s dov/r: 


bay, i.i you don't make tilings interes 
Lent!., you will j^ear of me making love 


• i i i g be twoe n n ow 
to softSe of these 


i.ere. 


th 


no si 


from me now. 


Yours ever. 
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nearest: 

I have 'been working like a little nigger a part of 
the tine here lately, and getting lazy tiie rest. Tell you wi. at, 

I just feel so lazy and eager to get out in tre open that the 
nuti nr. d rain we have is certainly provoking* inasmuch as it 
means that I must ride the street cars whi 1c it is at its 
worst. perhaps I can riuc hick tumor ro v; if it doesn't rain 
any isore between now and theri, which is likely at present lookott. 

I ara certainly glad you are so popular- up tnere and they 
think you arc- the only President a.v&f lai$le*. Keep art up arid you 
.id 11 soon he able to oust Teddy and Taft. (?) You would make 
a dandy president, and the ladies would all fall in love with 
you and you would not veto any Suffrage hills for them. Wouldn't 
that he awful? 

Robert and Cleo and the baby came up last night and go 
hack this evening. Robert could not work while it was raining, 
and wanted to .run up to see us. They came on the ir. ter urban. 

That kid sure is getting fat and pretty, nnu she sure is a case. 

I can hardly w<a.i t for June. Co tint your- nays •off fast. 

I nope it quits raining before you get hack, ns f.iotner 
would scold you about bringing so much mud in the house 


s nr e 
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My dear boy: 

Say, I have something for you to tell Jack for ne. 

Say to him that I have found a girl for him ti?%t v.411 not 
kins him the first time he asks her to, nor the second eitrier, 
sne is not what one would call "beautiful, still she is not 
ugly or dull | so if J aik wants to come down he re and get 
her next summer tell him to come ahead. She doesn't liv-e 
in ho us toil, but lives between here and Galveston. i don't 
think you have ever met her, but 1 car; assure you she is 
a nice girl. The reason I kiioHr she will not kins the 


boys is that A Preacher wanted to kiss ner one Right when 
she was at the church social at League Jii ty ana Cl eo arid 
Robert went home early, thinking she woulu be all right as 
she was with the pastor of the church at lickiuson, where 
she lives, but it seems the preacher tried to take advantage 
of her and wanted to kiss her and made love to her and diu 
kiss her hand, and it just about broke her heart and frightened 
her a bo ut to death and she was just about to cry her eyes out 
■when she got home and told Cj.eo about it. bee?????'? Cl e o 
and Robert went hone yesterday morning. 


Hope you are not having toe blessed rains we are 
i.oviiio or anything like them. Yt urs ever. 
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My dear Page, 

Since our talk together I have thought frequently of you 
as you are facing the problem of finding your place in God's plan. 
At a time when there is so much Christian work to he done, we 
ought to seek to equip ourselves most thoroughly and effectively 
for the largest field of service that we can possibly fill. You 
know the value of a well defined purpose in developing intensity 
of life. You are also well aware of the unprecedented opportuni¬ 
ties for Christian service on the foreign field, and the necessity 
of utilizing those opportunities. 

In view of the tremendous need for the uplifting influ¬ 
ence of Christianity and for spiritual enlightenment in the non- 
Christian world, in view of the great scarcity of well qualified 
men and women for the work, are you not able to bring yourself to 
a decision to prepare, if God permit, to go to this largest field 
of service for the Master? Such a decision would mean the invest¬ 
ment of your life in a work which gives largest returns and great¬ 
est satisfaction of the kind really worth while. Then, having taken 
a definite stand yourself, you could he a great help to those who 
are trying to find out where they can best serve God. We must all 
work together with all our might for the advancement of the Kingdom. 

With best wishes for success in your work, I remain, 







JAMES D. DAWSON, President. 
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Dear "boy of mine; 

I guess you think I treated you real mean yesterday 
by not writing more, hut I guess we are even ua on the note 
you wrote Saturday and -which I got today. I am going to 
try to make amends and write a, longer letter to you today. 

I went yes ter to see Kr. .'lunger, at his request, 
he says you thought Mr. I shells case was important, and I 
suppose it is, so I told him all I could, ana will ao my 
test to help hi— o_t, however, hr. I. has haruly ceeu there 
since as hi s mother has heen ill quite some while and now 
that she is gone, it is uncertain when he may go back, hut 
I suppose it will not he very long* and he is going to do 
all he con to catch up with whoever it is. I haven 1 1 said 
anything to him as I do not think it wo ul d be nest. Mr. 
Hunger also said that he had written you saying that you 
could have your old position back during the summer as long 
as you were here, vi. i ch will be quite fine. He is all right . 


Yesterday was mother’s birthday (45) a.nu I gave 
her a new gasoline stove, and some window curtains. She was 
wanting the things and so I just got them for her birthday 
present and thus killed two birds with one stone. See? 

Billy says he sure wishes you would hurry .arid come back as 
he wants some Ice Cream and he knows he will not get any 
until you do come, as he ha.sn’t had any since you left. 

Pretty good reasoning, isn’t it? Guess we will have to make 
him some before you come just to save oui- reputation a little 



ITow for our own little business and pleasure, and 
peace of mind. Hirst I Want to ask a question. If you in¬ 
tend to go into the foreign field in Association v/o rk, do you 
have to make preparation at school aside from what you are 
doing at present? You know, that I would rather you would 
be a Y.l.C.A. Kan than a Minister, because yo u are more fitte 
to Association work than to the pulpit, in Jay estimation and 
that of some others, who know you as well as I do . As you 
say dear, we are not going into life for the financial re¬ 
muneration, st_ii, my boy, you realize that we will have to 
live, and the old adage is that when poverty comes in at the 
door love flys out of the window, and I think I have seen it 
tried, and as we are both lively energetic people we need rev 
try such a. scheme, still we do not nave to let money turn out 
heads. You know it will hever bother me or make me different 
to have money, but you also know that tus lack of money wi 11 























change many things for us "both, and make us both different in 
that we would take different ideas of life. It takes a good 
h ealthy body to make a healthy normal "brain , and it is ever 
the case that persons in poverty let their brains get narrow, 
however, I know you do not need a. sermon from me on this sub¬ 
ject, but I don't want you to just dream. I know that you 
are too energetic to ever let any on e you care for wan t as long 
a.s it is in your power to keep them from it. We dorift have to 
go into it for money, but still the higher up a man gets in 
the work, the more it takes to keep him going, and you don’t 
intend to stay at the bottom or you would not be where you are, 
and I would not care for you. And, we need never fear but 
what we can catch up with the rest of them. I do not sa.y 
that I would be averse to going to the foreign field in As¬ 
sociation work with you, but I think I v/ould prefer to stay 
here for a while at least, which of course we v/ould have to 
do. And as you say, there is plenty of time to decide this. 

Now bqy, I have been thinking, and I am going to 
reverse my decision to some extent concerning our getting 
married next fall. I am going to wait until you come home 
and talk it over with you some more. Mother and many other 
people think that it v/ould be the best thing lor us to wait 
another year. I know, when I reason it out in my brain, 

that it will be best, but it is hard to stay here, even if 
I do have things a little pleasant. I.'ov/ever, it is much setter 
since I have had Dickie, and I am more independent and can go 
much more than I could if I had to go on the cm, as tnen I 
could not easily go alone. I am going to ta.Ik it over with 
others who know more about the matter that I do and are able 
to advise me better. I have, so far, only 4?27 5 saved up, 
which is here at of?. True,, that is nearly oOO, and ])ickie 
is worth something, and would bring a. good price, as I would 
have to sell him as he would be a. dead expense to mother. 

I still have a few months that I could save seme, but then 
there are clothes, spring clothes to be bought for the whole 
family except daddy, as of course I would not buy him a. tiling, 
and it is his place to provide for the others, but as the matter 
stands, he just makes enough to pay expenses, and they nave to 
be clothed, and mother seems to take more interest in life since 
she has good clothes she can wear around. Mr. 7). promises to 
give me more money to stay another year, and ue even went so 
far as to say that I could get married and send you off again 
and then stay, but of course, we v/ould not consider that. Me 
said lie v/ould not make such a proposition to anyone but ME. I 
think he will do about what is right as,modestly speaking, I 
am not such an unimportant person as some others around here, 
as I can take my pla.ee almost anywhere and fill in when nccced, 
and in addition am an expert stenographer, while the widow is 
not an expert and can't do anything but write letters and an¬ 
swer tine ohone, and then gets fealled up sometimes. 

There is no use trying to decide before you com/: back, 
but oil, boy, I do get so loneccme sometimes, and It is just 
awful to be an odd number. 

Good night, boy of mine, 


Your s, 
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an 


Tic nr e st Ki ? by: 

vYoll, \ti. at uc you t;u.r;.k I did yesterday. I gat awful¬ 
ly worldly anti stayed at home and washed my bead, and (a a .s equ enty 
it is -;11 fluffed out today. I was mighty good and helped mother 
some mid we Lad! c<smp?u»y for dinner, as usual, and ail the kids 
fo ot so noi sey that I rounded up all I csttltV fgp-t out of t..e neigh - 

W , l ij < Ui O ■- v i, Oil. L.x Ciu * <. ‘ i. O w v -L.O wi.i *»U Oi ir • J_ ft "J U. ^ '.i — i ^ 

and let some of ’-them take turns ?;.b.oUt ‘SrtL di ng behind me, an d rhen 
we not oiut mere I let them all hav a ?* chance anti let Tick eat. 
all the grass end. trees arid moss he coUid nnd then. ore:.a home 
after '.wandering- around for two hours. Everything was green and 
sur c did 1o ok fine. 

Later, I came home, changed ray waist imme&iatel|P t , arid 
or. five oi*. clock struck 'out around tue "back way snd went to 7/c od- 
l*u»d heights, ur.d after much v/anuering and inquiry I found hr. 
Langley an u he found out there Mr, hunger lived. I did hist know 
he hud moved. I finally reached there nnd found your met her.. 

She had about given no out as nod; coiling. She phoned me Saturday 
and asked me to cone out. hasn't it good of ne r? The weather 
has been so bad all along that I hadn't ii.au a chan ce to get out 
there before. She looked fine and scene d to be getting along 
nicely. So was Mrs. Monger. I didn't see Mr. I.E., of coarse, 

I also stopped by to see Doctor and talked with him a while rub 
he thought my riding was just all right. Said make Dick pay for 
his feed, and I told him I did. 


Just think deui-, It is less then • two ncutiis now until 
you will be lack, Just think of if. But say, if you don't quit 
adding on so much weight you will have s<x.e he.ru work when yoUt 
get back, because you know the old saying, "Nobody loves a i'at 
man" . Don't forget that.You ore having too easy e. time, so 
you had better go to work. Don't forget to tell me what J?ok 
thinks about the girl 1 found Li mV 




-JS C V L 
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Dearest Kirby; 

Y/ell, v/e And "rain arid hail and cold stormy 
weather" here yesterday, and today the Whit oak bayou 
is about 50 O'/j larger than it usually is. It is almost 
as high as it was tne year you came here. nevertheless, 
the roads are pretty good touay as the rain was so hard 
and the v/iflid following dried much. It really hailed 
yesterday and broke wildows Jill over towns that is on the 
other side, and as far this way as the Central Depot. 

All the passenger coaches star, ding out hn d the windov/s 
on one side broken out, many of the stores up town suffered, 
and a vast number of residences. 

I suppose you have read of the Titanic disaster. 
Just think boy, of the people, living l'or the time in 
luxury and security as they thought, and on the lar gest 
passenger boat in the world. But, after all, &Jb only shows 
that God is supreme on the sea, os v/ell as on the land. There 
must be too many people in this old world of ours, and he 
takes away from here those vn.o do not suit him, or may be 
to o good to st ay ile re. 

I am glad you are playing ball, kfedp it up. You 
need the exercise. 435*4 Better reduce some before you come 

home. Yours ever ana ever, (X£/VY^U l 
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Dearest of mine , 

Just a line or tv/o to let yo,-. know tint I am stilt 
ian the land of the living. I have heen house-cle ailing 
day :Uj u "been tlying to get tilings about til s old office sa.e- 
what straight. I think I will now be |ile to find whatever I 
may happen to he looking for without looking nil uay|fo r it now. 
Didn't get my dictation until four o'clock n.nu have just fin¬ 
ished writing, at five. 

Hope you are not having the avtful we at hear we ate 
having here, It looks like rain again. Say, tell me, do 
you play indoor baseball, or just plain field bascba.ll? 

Less than two monti.s now, till you are home. 

Yo ur s, 
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Houston, Texas, April ilk,, 1912, 


SweeJiheart; 

What do you think? I am i'e al ly £j oing to get antother 
half holiday. Have finished all my work and a.i| now going Lome 
to spend a half holiday in Honor of fan Jacinto Day. V/e do 
get some holidays?} after fill. 

I stayed home yesterday and rested. Just took a good 
rest, a.nd am feeling very good today. I also built a, chick eh 
pen Saturday evening, and consequently my hands are pretty 
much scratcned up from the wire. 

Lother is getting in practice for c joking csijies again 
and the vie at he r is getting warm enough for Ice Cream, although 
mother' ueolares she will not make any, out we can overcome that 
and make it ourselves nnu I just Let she will eat it. 


Yours ever, 
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Sweetheart: 

Well, I have been going some since Lion flay noon, 
and if that doesn’t express it, I have "been go in g somer 
Got off at noon and went home paid worried pother a little, 
ate all tne dinner I could, and went over to Gordon's where 
there were several others arid played croquet. Lena's cousin 
and I won a. game. Think of it, A Yound Man and myself winning 
out first place, he happened to he the one trat goes with 
Hortense B. Gene brought the set out Thursday and Blistered 
his hands hauling dirt to fill up the holes in the yard. he 
said that we could /save some championship game s when you came 
hack. Then, about five o'clock we nil went to the City park 
opening, i.e. All the Gordons, and Gene, Mrs. wipprecht and 
Elsa and .the two kids and myself and there was snot her little 
hoy .with Hardy and Wilfred. They had fireworks and I liked 
to have broken my neck looking up at them. Then to cap it 
all we went out to Reagan Kindergarten last night. It was my 
first and last trip out there. G r c got home at twelve, that 
is we girld did, end I suppose poor old Chapman got hone some 
tine this morning. 

The Pollocks and their family have moved to boo aland 
Eeights, but there will still Le Berlin and the. Hyatts in the 
heights. Alma said that sue hoped we could nuke it out to 
get to ucr house when you got luck, and for me not to get sick 
again. I tola her we would have the whole summer, 1 am so 
sleepy I don't see how on earth I am going to stay awake until 
bedtime. Guess I will just have to eat to keep awake . 

Count your days l 

Youra ever, 
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Mr 7£ i rt y p c 

Drake University 

Des koines Iovza 
My dear Kirby:- 


Your ao o d letter earns the other 


for which 


I thank you. 


Te have heen having very strenuous tines here, 
having with us Mr Drank !I Eroekman of Korea for a week, San 
Jacinto Day and other things of equal importance. LIr Brockman 
spoke at several luncheons and banquets and five times on Sun¬ 
day, and we easily raised our two-thousand-dollar foreign 
budget. 

1 notice in the Des 
an immense display ad of a menhersh 
to run their membership up- to two t 
try and see Mr Bellingham and espec 
tary, Mr 3 3 Hadley, interview them 


-gn 


and 


whether they 


•e satis 


Moines paper of April 16 
ip campaign of fifty teams 
housand. I wish you v/ould 
ially the Membership Seere- 
to the result of the 
lied with it, and 


0 


then try 


11 \J- 


complete set of newsnaner and other minted matter, 


correspondence, tickets and everyth 
It 'fill inconvenience you no cloubt, 
very much and it might be useful to 


ing used in the campaign, 
but we will appreciate it 
us. 


I hope that I thanked you very much for the 
Gregory lectures which I have only partially read. Your moths 


read them 


through. 


with t 


hie 


?.m sent mg you 


■p 


sopy oi 


rn 


last rsnort. You will be -rlad to know that Mr Michael’s 


L «y 

work has attracted considerable attention and that he has im¬ 
proved over two hundred per cent. ,7e are looking forward to 
the time that you will be with us again. 


Bather is about the same, though not quite so 
well today. Yhe rest of us are all right, and your mother is 
getting along fine. I passed your letter around among the 


:orce. 


Sincerely yours 


Enclosure 

ism/mlm 
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My dear Kirov: 

Peeling fine as a fiddle just new, but had the dicker: 
of a headache all day. Too much concert in the rain, al though 
I didn’t suffer from getting wet as I -Kept dry ax; d didn't get 
caught like some of them. The entertainment vias just fine, and 
it was called a "Colonial Concert"; as I suppose you Have air eat 
heard about it, and the men were all dressed like Gear-go Wash¬ 


ingtons , ®.no. 


ladies on the receiving commit he e like Mart/j 


vfe. sn irs gibus. Mr. Mi chat: 1 and Horace were in it too, and Horace 
looked just for the world like a. little lciu 'hen he grinned. 

He sure has got thet "IHHOCLTTT" l&oig when he sejiles, anu n© 
douot about that. Saw Vick, and talked to him a. few • minutes, 
hut didn't get to talk to him any more. He said you sure have 
treaxed^im mean in the letter or post card line, and I expect 

ciiitCUj —»s bei 01 e you ^et uac k., yo ii v/oi.' l 
; i't, nevertheless I assured him that you 
Lipped your mind and promised to he his 
I always hAci beer, and s.lv;nys v/oul u be. 

We are 'planning to fix the office up suing idiot iov.s 
sr mid. Oh deer, hut won't we have a time;. If I can 

get things fixed up iay style, I will have all the.ee people so 
lazy and eon ten tea they never will /art to work aga.ii., etc up r. 


"t X 1 ct H 

L L' bjl iii 

ear 

in 

t kai 

ii you 

dun’ 

L all i 

have 

much of 

i r 

tfi v 

i ck 

vv ere 

so busy 

ii 

i jq. ii 

f ri e; 

ia.0. i ns t o 

ad. , 

til: 


We 

are 

■pi i 

t hi s 

v. •- - 1 n> j 

O i J ! i V .1. 


Oil 

















to work their jawn an d gr ind a little food now and th en to 
keep "body and p oul together until the next v/at ermelon comes 
along. 

We are going to try and get some hammocks ahu fix 
up sane Sofa Pillows , and possible screen the east porch. 
All this is in ry mind, but I don't know if the boss will 
consent to all of it, although he has consented to part of 
it. I have planted plants and seeds in the office garden 
and do not propose to be left without flowers this year. 


I must stop now and help the boys 


Yours ever and ever 





t 
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My dear Kirby: 

I haven't had a letter f ran my boy since Tuesday or 
Wednesday of last week . Whats the mattery exams as hard as 
that? If they are, just send some down here and I will help 
you on them, liever mind, you will not have that kind of exams 
during vacation. Which kind would you rather answer? You had 
better take the precaution to cut your tongue loose at both 
ends arid tie it uo in tne middle v/nen you sta.rt name, because 
you will have to do soxne talking. 

Yesterday and today have been rather fair and cool, 
but the throe days precceding were just floods and temper winders, 
and if it do sent make up its mind to quit raining soon I will 
either have to learn or just naturally pick up the art of---V?99?? 
swimming. Really, dearie, how would you like to put your 

nice little fofctsies in some Texas mud again? I just wish you 
could. 



■ Your s ever , 













I 


SHERMAN KIRK 

DEAN, COLLEGE OFTHE BIBLE 


Drake University 


DES MOIN ES, IOWA. 


March. 26 1912 


Mother of Mine:- 

I went to hear Dr T S Hall, the noted author and 
lecturer on the Sex question, last night. I enjoyed his 
talk immensely and received help from it. It seems as if 
there is always something good to go to here, and a fellow 
has to watch or he will slight his studies, which I am trying 
to avoid doing* Have not heard from my examination papers 
as yet, so I do not know how I came out. 

t 

I aip glad that you enjoyed reading the Gregory 
lectures. In reading a lecture a person only gets a very 
small proportion of good as compared with the hearing of it 
personally. Have sold 22 copies of the same thus far. 

Perry sent me one of the pictures he had made with 
one of his pals in their uniform. Gome swell doings. I 
suppose you have received one also. I am praying and hoping 
that things won’t turn out so badly after all. 

Just a little less than two and a half months until 
I will be home with you again. It can't go by too quickly to 
suit me. ^ith lots of love to my sweet mother, I am 

Lovingly your boy 
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Dearest "boy: 

Heres another rainy 'Jay and it looks like work 
all c or responds with the weatlasr. It just rained all around 
the weather find work too. It just looks like that ground 
hog never will come out agaii and stay. If tiii s weather 
keeis up it wi 11 "be "bad on our baby chicks. 

I aia going to get mother a couple of little 
go os e s Saturday or a s soon as I can wade after them. 

Then she will have n. regular house full of gooses and wi en 
you come back there will be a big goose. 

Must stop new and look up a dut on cable and 
get it off in tine to get. home and get some supper for 
my poor little self. 

always f a,i thfully, 

(jt£bh ^ • 


Yours 
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:, .r cij so, 191; 


Ly 


ten; 


:i r cy : 


Y/oulu. you "believe iafter two days of nice 
suns], in c, it looks like it is goin g to rain again ana in 
fact ku s so Tinkle d enough to lory the dist. 

1 diu intend to final ly go to see Cleo t orwrov/, 


1 ut i 2 * 

i t 

rnii.G, pf 

course I 

wil 1 

h^if e 

to 

£>t 

y at id one • 

I also 

In ten Mac; t o 

go by Mrs. 

!; : M 

t?J 1 o 
* l * *•' 

t M 

o 

e v en i n g • i g t-h e 

f . h.cla 

s s 

i - 

t O fdjci, 

tlier 

ti.er 

e b ut 

if 

11 

k C e & G t i/i G Up 

I will 

do 

Straight 

home. 

1 j 

ust 

ten y 

'OU 

\\h 

at it is er.ob b . 


to wsikc n fellow cccuss, and i f it doesn't stop pretty so on 

I will learn to >-svarri. fagnin} 

Motrier s-ii ex last ni grt thy r it you. are go in g to 
spend double time with i.-c, sue sure will g° Uo the hay, as 
then you will he between the Devil ana the deep blue sea,. 

¥e hav e twenty five little Cri ckens an U four uore hth s 
settirg, one to hatch Monday and tne others vvi 11 follow rLg ut 


■i we ek 

apart. 

Guey g we 

v-i 11 i i a v*e s o . c c:r 

.i ck eng soiue dt* xL e y e 

days if 

ti. c y 

i 

ho r t die« 

Suppose you will 

get s c i .a, n c e t o tab t 

n ny of 

their? 

hope go. 




Yours lovingly' , 



{) 

IA 
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My dearest K.i rby: 


Well, y/hr-v.t do you think I done gone and went and did? 
I just didn’t go to League City yesterday because The weather 
looked so bad arid threatening, but instead, went to Sunday 
School and stayed for church, and tuen went to Endeavor and 
stayed for church again, Bertha caasie 'by for me arid would have 
in e go to hndeavor, rind she and hr, C* were good enough to 
take Anna Row and myself none. Guess we will nave to play 
good a few nights in the summer when you are here arid Mr. C. 
happens not to get Lock from Galveston in time. hot often, but 
£ us t now and then, to pay thei.n back for ti&i. r kindness. 


The sun hasn't. shone out more than i a.if an hour 
altogether today, »t ill, it hasn’t rained to any great extent, 
so I can't- worry much. It has just settled the dust nice for me. 
Dick and I haci a little chat with Mr. Conna|cy, the &upi. of the 
Idckson Car Wheel Works at noon on the way home. Kr. C. lives 
on 'it}*, street and soj&e time s mike, and we happened to mare the 
bridge at the Eu-afts. time, ea<i of course hick doesn't like to go 
over the bridge fast, so w.e just naturally walked slowly and 
talked t-o him . Altogether he is a ore tty nice chap. You have 
s#en him or; the c;;:•, but I don t suppose you knew just vfo o he is. 


I have about fully made up my mind, dearie, tint I rm 
going to stay on another year, and gin making ail my pi ans in 
that direction. I sm going to tame the first cnan ce I get to 
see \tro. Lockhart and talk to her about it. You know, of course, 
that I would much prefer to be with you, but It seems to be out 
of the question, as it world take some funds for me to go to 
school, and then I can help such an awful lot ft home with .just 
an ethef year. Mother is getting sp Sne cm en j oy he rs e 11 some, 
yna 1 want her to go ahead and get all she can out of life, as 
it has been many a year since she could do so. hie isn't ©ft: old 
woman at ail, as yet, and if she gets just a little more care 
she may be here and happy for a good msssy years. Then too, .. ohnnie 
v.-ill be read;/ to start out in another year, aod mother will net 
be entirely cependei.t on daddy for mis- little mite n it should 
never’ happen, to- increase. Johnnie can make something of herself 
if she only’ will, blit she isn't quite as steady as her older sis, 
and I am afraid she is going to have g. time, tsptciaj.ty v?itn ti 
awf‘i;l thoughtless tongue avd.temipr of her a. Sic is so shs cy, 
and I certainly’ do thank the Lord t iiat I an not, i snal 1 make 















. 





her study typewriting thir. simmer and perhaps shorthand to 
some extent, t}nr: she can go to school for nrioti£r year, 
or almost another year, at which time she shall have *.ad 
as good a school education as I, ana she can start to work 
without having to go through any factory as I did, and need 
never know what it is to work in such a place, if ore will 
take opportunity hy the forelock. 


I.ertha says that dlildred gives some veiy good re¬ 
ports of you, and that you stand in with everybody, even the 
faculty.' Just like my hoy. V/ho wouldn't expect him to? And 
you may be sure I a.u proud of you, and 1 know your motner is 
too. I have treated her real mean as I haven't seen her since 
she wen t to stay with hr. hunger. I really do intend to go 
to see her, hut this winter has been so Lad, twice as had as 
any you have ever seen in Houston, and you have seer; some pretty 
had ones. I am honestly telling you the truth, when I say that 
we haven't had six consecutive fair days since away long time 
before Christmas. .. Really tmu weather has beer tre wettest and 
most miserable that I can remember for a long time, and I have 
been old enough to remember a. long time, almost twenty two ypara 


Just think of it, dear, we^re getting old. Hut never¬ 
theless, we will be carrying out our first intention ii v/c v.'a.it 
anotrer year. Who would .nave though tmt such would be the case? 
Would you have believed me thi s time last year if I had told 
you that we would not be married until 1913? I don't tii r.k you 
would, nea ther would I, — a.t that time. How odd it is that just 
a few words, can change the course of life for us, forever, for 
of coui'se, we both snail have been ci-anged, but I hope it is for 
the better. Y/e both are learning many new things every uav, an d 
I use my eyes all I can, and my ears too. I listen to everythigg 
I can and sometimes near things that max e me i eel good. 


Prom present indi cations, I think I s&all jjave charge 
of the advertising all alone next year, and I do want to make good 
at it. It is a. secret between the boss and I, ’and is not to oe 
mentioned to anyone, but I ju3t live in hopes, even if I do des¬ 
pair at a future time, but I have no intentions to do other than 
realize my hopes. XI e do not live to fail, tnat is not what God 
made us for, ana gave us ambition. I am going to try, because 
I like to live. God made the sluggard for failure and despair, 
and we, you and I, love action. We will do our bent, Won't we 
boy dear? 

Yours forever, 


QJU^ 


6 ' , k 

- -f. 
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Dearest of hi r.e ; 

Did I tell yoti I had broken my specks? Yfell I 
done ne and v«efijt 'find did it. Drake there by bunpting my 
head on to liobbie Gordons nxa. 1 went to look under the 
table anti she went to raise her arm, so tre re you are. V/e 
just bumped, and smash went the specks, so I finally went 
do cm t ow-n today* and Kao. ti :e » changed and I am glad it is 
over with, a.t least tfc 1 t part • It will cost at ji j, f-i-v-e 
five great big round silver dollars to get them, and I 
never was so broke ,i ri :uy life. It looks like I go broker 


every month. 

I think I shrill make a last effort to go to 


League Sunday. 

ir i 

ioi 

as th 

cn, I am going to 

d ui t. 

\ ! fould never h &i e 

j\Ij 0 

v*n 

that 

it was Jack that 

got the 

Drcsiucncy if yo 

u 1 1 b 

, . V, » 
-Li . 

t t ol 

d me , a s i wooJ. u 

not have 

recognized tire r. 

iSiLit-i * 

I 

will 

try to re i.e-mb er 

it tmis time. 


Your s, 
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